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Student and Parent Handbook

Philosophy
The Horn Lake High School band exists for many reasons.  The primary reason for its existence is to provide students in grades 9-12 with a continuing and positive music education experience.  This goal is accomplished through involving students in a variety of ensembles throughout the course of the school year.  Each ensemble’s curriculum is designed to meet and many times exceed state mandated curriculum requirements while at the same time providing an interesting and entertaining outlet and product for the students and the community respectively.

Principals of Horn Lake High School
Mr. Jim Ferguson – Principal

Mr. Duane Case – Assistant Principal

Mrs. Bridget Martin – Assistant Principal

Mr. Doug Payne – Assistant Principal

Mr. Chris Womble – Assistant Principal
Staff Members
Mr. Don Newman – Director of Bands

Mr. Patrick O’Donovan – Assistant Director of Bands

Mr. Ray Ransom – Director of Junior High Bands

Mrs. Shannon Newman – Director of 6th Grade Band

Ensembles
There are several ensembles that operate under the guises of the Horn Lake High School band.  Most of these groups meet during the school day.  However, some, due to time restraints during the day, meet after school.  What follows is a description of each ensemble within the band program.

HLHS Marching Band
This ensemble involves every student within the band program.  The marching band meets during the school day in the fall semester, as well as on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursdays after school.    The marching band is required of every student in the Horn Lake High School band program.  The marching band performs at all Horn Lake High School home football games and most away football games.  In addition, this ensemble will rehearse on the last Saturday of September, and competes in three to four competitions during the month of October.  These competitions are held in Mississippi and the southeast United States.  The competition season culminates with the band’s participation in the MHSAA State Marching Championships held at the end of October.  

In addition to the competitions and football games this ensemble also participates in the Horn Lake Christmas parade and at various other community events throughout the year. 
The goal of the Horn Lake High School marching band is to provide an entertaining and competitive half-time show for our audience and for the judges that see us during our competitive season.  In addition, the HLHS marching band hopes to help encourage a high level of school spirit through their participation during the football games.
The Horn Lake High School marching band will hold “pre-school” camps during the month of July.  All of these camps are mandatory and dates are generally given out in the month of February, once the school calendar is set.
HLHS Symphonic Band
The Horn Lake High School Symphonic band is the top performing ensemble at Horn Lake High School.  This band meets in the spring semester and is selected through an audition process held at the end of the fall semester.  
The Symphonic band meets during the school day and holds section rehearsals after school beginning in February.  The goal of this ensemble is to explore, teach, and refine a high level of musicianship within each member.
HLHS Concert Band
The Horn Lake High School Concert band is the second performing ensemble at Horn Lake High School.  This band also meets during the spring semester and is selected by an audition at the end of the fall semester.  The Concert band also meets during the school day and will at times have after school rehearsals as needed.  The goal for the Concert band is to continue the development of tone quality, technical skills, and musicality within each member.  
HLHS Jazz Ensemble
The Horn Lake High School Jazz ensemble will meet during the school day.  It is open to anyone enrolled at Horn Lake High School.  The goal of this ensemble is to introduce students to the Jazz idiom through performance and practice.  The Jazz band will also allow students enrolled to explore small group playing in addition to the more traditional setting.  
HLHS Winterguard
The Horn Lake High School winterguard is an extra-curricular group that meets after school two days a week from December through March.  The guard is selected by an audition that is held in early November.  Any student currently enrolled at Horn Lake High School is welcome to audition.   
The winterguard competes in the Mississippi Indoor Association throughout the state of Mississippi during the months of January, February and March.  The season culminates with the MIA Championships.  The goal of this ensemble is to train students on flags, rifles, and sabres.  In addition, the students who are selected will develop and learn techniques of dance.  There will be additional fees charged to cover travel, uniform, and instructors.
Grading Policies
Grades will be divided into four areas in the band program.  Daily grades, Participation grades, Exam grades, and 9 weeks\Semester Exam grade.
1. Participation grades will count 15% of the nine weeks grade and will be based on the student being an active participant in rehearsals, by having all equipment, hats, sunglasses, music, instrument, and any other items that will enable the student to be an active participant in rehearsal.  Students will get one participation grade per week.

2. Daily grades will count 20% of the nine weeks grade and will be based on actual rehearsal attendance.  There will be three daily grades taken per week in the fall semester.  The spring semester daily grades will vary depending upon the after school rehearsal schedule.
3. Exam grades will count 40% of the nine weeks grade and will be based upon performances during the course of each nine weeks.  Playing exams will also count as Exam grades.
4. Nine weeks\Semester Exam grades will count 25% of the grade for the nine weeks\semester.  These grades will be based upon skills that the students have worked on during the nine weeks or semester.
Student Leadership Positions
The Horn Lake High School band will utilize several student leadership roles within the band.  These positions will not only assist the staff in a variety of ways, but they will also develop leadership qualities in the students who are selected for these positions.

All potential student leaders will go through an interview process with the staff.  There will also be some type of audition associated with these positions.  All student leaders will be selected based on this process NOT on the grade they are in or what role they have previously held in the band.  The following is a list of positions within the band program.  Most of these positions will be filled by one person, but some may be filled by two depending upon need.
Leadership Positions
	Drum Major

Assistant Drum Major

Horn Line Captain

Flute Section Leader

Clarinet Section Leader

Saxophone Section Leader
	Trumpet Section Leader

Horn Section Leader

Trombone Section Leader

Bar.\Low Reed Section Leader

Tuba Section Leader

Percussion Captain

Guard Captain


Audition and Challenge Process
All students in the HLHS band program will audition for placement in every ensemble.  Most auditions will consist of scales and arpeggios, rudiments, prepared pieces, and sight-reading.
Incoming freshmen and students in grades 9-11 will audition for a spot in the marching band.  This includes spots for guard, percussion and drum major.  This audition will be held in the spring of each year.

During the spring semester, the HLHS band is divided into two concert groups; Symphonic band, and Concert band.  Each band member will play in one of these groups.  As stated earlier, auditions for these ensembles will be in late November.

All auditions are required.  These auditions will be designated as either a Nine weeks exam grade or a Semester exam grade.

The band will have a system for challenges in the spring that will allow students to improve on their chair placement.  This will not affect the grade already received for the audition.  Students are allowed to challenge from the Concert band into the Symphonic band if they are first chair in the Concert band.  

Challenges may cover; concert music, scales, or sight-reading.  If a student challenges to a different part and uses music as challenge material, then that student must use music from the part he\she is challenging to.  The same principle applies if the student is challenging form Concert band to Symphonic band, and is using music as the challenge material.  All challenges are “best of three”.  Students may only challenge one chair higher.  All challenge results are FINAL.
Financial Obligations
The Desoto County School District DOES supply a budget for the HLHS band.  However, there still exists a need to supplement this budget in order to achieve a high level of success.  As a result, there are financial obligations that each member of the band is responsible for.
One of the main obligations is the $50.00 DCS band fee.  This fee is charged to every band student in DeSoto County.  It is payable to the school office NOT the Band Boosters.  This fee goes into our Activity Fund and is used primarily for travel and also for small purchases that arise throughout the year.
All incoming freshmen and new students to the HLHS band will be required to purchase a pair of black “bibbers” and black band shoes.  These may be purchased from the band.  The total cost for the “bibbers” and shoes is $75.00.  This money is payable to the Band Booster organization.  Each student in the band is also assessed a “Fairshare” fee.  This fee includes all designers, instructors, and other staff for our marching show.  The amount will vary from year to year depending on the number of students in the HLHS band, and the prices for designers and instructors.  Sometimes there will also be a “Fairshare” assessed for the spring if the band is taking a spring trip.  Each band member is expected to participate in any trip taken.
All students will be required to purchase a band t-shirt.  The cost for this t-shirt will be $15.00 and is payable at band camp.  This money will also be paid to the booster organization.  Colorguard members will be required to purchase their own uniforms each year.  This price ranges from $100.00 - $200.00 depending upon the uniform.
All students who play on school owned instruments, including percussion, will be charged a $30.00 yearly maintenance fee.  This fee is payable to the school.  Students will not be allowed to check out instruments until this fee is paid.  
The HLHS band will set up a fee payment plan, and will offer at least one fundraiser during the fall semester to help raise money for these fees.  All fees are due by the last weekend in September.  If all fees aren’t paid, and arrangements have not been made to pay the fees, students will be in danger of being removed from the marching show.

Fee Breakdown for Fall 2007
1.  If you own your instrument you owe:


$200.00

Here is the fee breakdown:
$60.00 – Fairshare (Pay to boosters)






$15.00 – T-shirt (Pay to boosters)






$45.00 – Bibbers (Pay to boosters)






$30.00 – Shoes (Pay to boosters)






$50.00 – County Band Fee (Pay to office)

You will have three payments of $66.68 due on July 30th, August 31st, and September 28th.
2.  If you use a school owned instrument you owe:
 
$230.00

Here is the fee breakdown:
$60.00 – Fairshare (Pay to boosters)






$15.00 – T-shirt (Pay to boosters)






$45.00 – Bibbers (Pay to boosters)






$30.00 – Shoes (Pay to boosters)






$50.00 – County Band Fee (Pay to office)







$30.00 – Maintenance Fee (Pay to office)

You will have three payments of $76.68 due on July 30th, August 31st, and September 28th.
3.  If you are in the colorguard you owe:


$250.00

Here is the fee breakdown:
$125.00 – Uniform (Pay to boosters)
$60.00 – Fairshare (Pay to boosters)






$15.00 – T-shirt (Pay to boosters)






$50.00 – County Band Fee (Pay to office)

You will have three payments of $83.35 due on July 30th, August 31st, and September 28th.
4.  If you are in the guard and use a S.O. instrument you owe:
 $280.00

Here is the fee breakdown:
$125.00 – Uniform (Pay to boosters)

$60.00 – Fairshare (Pay to boosters)







$15.00 – T-shirt (Pay to boosters)






$50.00 – County Band Fee (Pay to office)







$30.00 – Maintenance Fee (Pay to office)
You will have three payments of $93.35 due on July 30th, August 31st, and September 28th.
General Guidelines
Attendance
· Attendance is required at all rehearsals unless you are ill, there is a death in your family, or you are participating in another pre-approved school function.  Any other reason will result in an unexcused absence and a Daily Grade of Zero for the rehearsal missed.  Three unexcused rehearsal absences will result in you being placed as an alternate for the remainder of the season.
· Attendance is required at all performances unless you are ill, there is a death in the family, or you are participating in another pre-approved school function.  Any other reason will result in an Exam Grade of Zero.  Two missed performances will result in you being placed as an alternate for the remainder of the season.

· Poor attendance in rehearsal and performances hurts the entire program.  This could result in you being removed from the Horn Lake band program.

Bandhall\Rehearsal Areas
· Keep your instrument lockers clean.

· No food or drinks in rehearsal areas except bottled water.

· Respect the property of others.  If it isn’t yours, do not bother it.

· Always re-hang your uniform in your section in the uniform room.

· Do not play anyone else’s instrument.  This includes all percussion equipment.

Football Games
· Be sure you are in your seat or designated area at the report time.  Remember, your grade is dropped ONE POINT for every minute you are late.  Late is defined as not being in your seat or area at the report time.
· Your band t-shirt is part of your uniform.  Be sure you wear it every week unless instructed otherwise. 
· Your uniform will be worn correctly at all times. 
· You are expected to stay for the entire football game.

· Stay in your section in the stands.
· No one other than band students and chaperones will sit with the band during games.
· Do not play in the stands unless the band plays as a group.

· Listen and be ready to play on VERY short notice.

· You will have most of the 3rd quarter off.  Remember, this is a privilege not a right.  The band will be back in the stands with 2 minutes left in the 3rd quarter.  This will allow us to play at the beginning of the 4th quarter.  

· Your job in the stands is to entertain and promote school spirit.
· At the end of the game, we will march back to the bandhall\buses, where you will be dismissed.

· No cell phones or other electronic devices are allowed in the stands.
· There will be no food or soft drinks allowed in the stands.  You may have Gatorade or water that we will provide you.

· Failure to comply with these guidelines will result in loss of third quarter privilege and the potential lowering of your grade for the performance.
Buses\Contests\Away Football Games
· When the band travels, we will use DCS school buses.  You will be allowed to sign-up on the bus of your choice.  This will be your bus each time we travel.
· You will be told whether you may bring food or drinks on the buses.  If this is allowed, all buses will be cleaned PRIOR to the band being dismissed at the end of the trip.

· You will be expected to ride the buses to all games, contests, clinics, etc.

· You MAY ride home with a parent or legal guardian.  Bring a note to Mr. Newman the day of the trip.  At the end of the performance obligation, have your parent or legal guardian meet you at the buses.  A staff member will then release you to your parent or legal guardian.

· You may have electronics on the buses.  These are your responsibility and will not be taken into the performance site with you.  If you listen to music, be sure you have headphones on.  No electronic device should disturb other students, staff, parents, or bus driver.
· Roll will be checked prior to all departures.  The announced time to be loaded onto the buses is a departure time NOT an arrival time.

Concert Etiquette
· Most concerts will begin at 7:00 p.m.  You will be expected to arrive 30 minutes early to begin your warm-up.

· All concerts are test grades.  If you are tardy, your grade will be dropped.  If you miss a concert and the absence is not excused, you will receive a grade of 0.

· You are expected to stay for the entire concert.  All bands have worked hard and deserve a receptive audience.  It is rare that a concert will last longer than one hour.

· The dress for most concerts will be “Sunday Dress”.  This is defined as clothes most people would wear to church.  Unacceptable clothes are:  Jeans, T-shirts, Tennis Shoes, Short Skirts, and anything else that is deemed inappropriate by the staff.  Remember, that all shirts should be tucked into your pants.
· There will be times that the staff requires the boys to wear ties to a concert.  This is not an option.

· As with all performances, electronic devices are not allowed.

· Remember, to be quiet during another band’s performance, and also be attentive.  Clap at the appropriate times.  All bands have worked hard and their accomplishments should be appreciated by the audience.

Accepted Instruments
In order for the band to sound as good as possible, the staff recommends these instruments.  While a quality instrument is not the only reason a band sounds good, it certainly is an integral part of the process of good sound production.  The following brands have a long and proven track record of quality and ease of repair when necessary.  The staff recommends purchase of an upper line instrument through a reputable music company, however there are on line options that may fit your needs better.  Check with a staff member for more information PRIOR to purchase of an instrument on line.
	Flutes
Yamaha – YFL- 574H

Gemeindhart – 33SB

Artley
	Trumpets
Yamaha – YTR 8335 Xeno
Bach – 180S37

	Bb Clarinets
Leblanc Sonata – 1020

Yamaha – YCL 650

Buffet – R13
	Trombones
Bach – 42 B

	Alto Saxophones
Yamaha – YAS 62 II or YAS 475

Cannonball

Yaganisawa
	


Horn Lake Band Booster Club
The purpose of the Horn Lake Band Booster Club is to support the students and staff involved in the Horn Lake High School Band program.  We would like to invite you to become and active member of the Horn Lake Band Booster Club so that you can provide the support to your student and the staff.  By doing this, you help the total band program progress.  You are a member of the Horn Lake Band Booster Club by virtue of having a child in the Horn Lake High School Band.  We ask that you consider giving some of your TIME, TALENT, AND COMMITMENT!  To the betterment of the Horn Lake Band program.

The Horn Lake Band Booster Club normally meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the bandhall.  Please plan to attend these monthly meetings to stay in touch with the types of assistance we may need throughout the year.  We are a hands on organization and undertake a wide variety of activities to raise funds and provide whatever it takes to make the Horn Lake Band program a success.  The booster organization can only be as good as its members make it.  Feel free to contact any of the Executive Board members throughout the year if you have questions or can help in anyway.  Welcome, and let’s work together to make the Horn Lake Band program a success!
Horn Lake Band Booster Club Executive Board 2007-2008
President – Stan Carroll
Vice-President – TBA
Secretary – Lydia Ketchum

Treasurer – Russell Ketchum

Fundraising – Belinda Campbell and Amy Davis
Sponsorship – Maxine Stewart

Permission to Travel Form
This form is for the fall of 2007.  It includes away football games and band contests.

Please initial by each date to give your permission for your band student to travel with the Horn Lake High School band. 
_____ September 7 @ Oxford 

_____October 5 @ Desoto Central

_____October 6 @ Band Contest in Southaven 

_____October 13 @ State Band Festival in Grenada

_____October 27 @ State Marching Championships in Clinton

_____November 9 @ Southaven

This form is due back prior to September 7th or your child will not be allowed to travel with the Horn Lake High School band.
Parent Name (Please Print)______________________________
Student Name (Please Print)_____________________________
Beach and Pool Permission Form
This form will help monitor your band student in the event we travel and there is a pool or beach available.  Please mark the appropriate designation, and then sign the form below.

_____YES, My student has permission to swim at the pool\beach.
_____NO, My student does not have permission to swim at the pool\beach.

_____My student may be around the pool\beach, but may not enter the water.

_____My student is not allowed around or near the pool\beach.
Parent Signature:____________________________________
Parent Name (Please Print):________________________________
Student Name (Please Print)_______________________________

Handbook Acknowledgement Form
Please sign that you and your band student have read and understand the policies in this handbook.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact Mr. Newman at 662-393-5273 ext. 1036 or dnewman@hornlakebands.com
I\We have read and understand all policies and procedures in this handbook.  We also understand any consequences that may come from not following these policies and procedures.  I\We agree to follow these procedures to the best of our ability and with honesty and integrity.
Parent Name (Please Print):_______________________________
Parent Signature:____________________________________

Student Name (Please Print):_______________________________
Student Signature:____________________________________

Your band student will not be able to participate in any performances or travel until this form is turned in.  This form should be turned in PRIOR to August 31st.

Horn Lake High School Band Medical Release Form
Student’s Name:______________________________________
Date of Birth:_______________________________

Social Security Number:_______________________________

Student’s Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student’s Physician:___________________________________________________

Physician’s Phone:_____________________

Any known medical conditions:__________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
List any allergies:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date of last Tetanus Booster:___________________________________
Is the student taking any prescription medications?     _____No
_____Yes (If yes, please list)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Insurance Company Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Policy Number:________________________________

Name of insured:________________________________________________________________

Relationship to student:___________________________________________________________

Primary Emergency contact information:

Primary contact:______________________________________  Relationship to student:___________________________________

Primary Phone Number:_________________________________________________

Secondary Phone Number:_______________________________________________

Secondary contact:______________________________________  Relationship to student:_________________________________

Primary Phone Number:__________________________________________________

Secondary Phone Number:________________________________________________
Permission for Medical Treatment:
I give my permission as parent or legal guardian of ___________________________________________ to allow the staff of the Horn Lake High School band to provide information and seek medical treatment for my child in the event that I am not present.

Parent\Guardian Name: (Please Print)_____________________________________________________________

Parent\Guardian Signature:____________________________________
Date:________________________

Notary Signature:____________________________________________


Commission Expires:_________________________________________
THIS FORM MUST BE RETURNED BEFORE YOUR STUDENT IS ALLOWED TO TRAVEL WITH THE BAND.
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